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RICHARD AND PHILIP ARRANGE TO MEET AT VEZELAY
When roses were with fragrance filled
The time was ready when God willed
That pilgrims' courage be awoke.
That they be joined by other folk,                                          280
And that each one of them prepare
For that which God would have them bear,
Ready to suffer pain and dearth
And on Saint John's day to set forth.21
After eight days, without delay,                              July 2, 1190
The assembly met at Vezelay.
The king then Paris did forsake
And of Saint Denis leave did take.
Many a chosen knight and lord
Had not yet girded on his sword,                                           290
While great part of the French array
Already were upon their way.
And then the duke of Burgundy22
Set out to join the company.
The count of Flanders2S tarried not,
But his contingent promptly brought.
'Ye might have seen then many a band
Of men arrive from every hand.
And some in sadness did convey
Them grieving on their grieving way,                                   300
And made such sorrow for their sake
Their hearts were very near to break.
21 The Getfa (II, 105) and Ralph of Diceto (II, 74) give this date of June 24 as
the date for the meeting at Vezelay. The Itinerarium (p. 146) says that they met on the
octave of St. John's day, as does our text. Roger of Hoveden (II, 37) says that the
kings left Vezelay on the octave, after being there two days. Rigord (p. 99) on the
other hand does not have Philip arrive until July 4.
22 Hugh III, duke of Burgundy, 1163-92. He died at Acre in July, 1192, after com-
manding the French troops on the crusade after the departure of Philip,
23 Philip of Alsace, count of Flanders, 1168-91. He was the grandson of Foulques
of Anjou and had previously made an expedition to Jerusalem in 1177. At that time
he had been offered the regency of the kingdom, but had refused (William of Tyre,
pp. 1027-35). He died at the siege of Acre on June 1,1191.